BY THE Anglican Church of Canada Diocese of Ontario

mv E Rector: The Reverend Jeff O’'Hare 613-848-4411
' 39 Everett Street, Belleville, ON K8P 3K1

christchurch@ontario.anglican.ca 613-968-3478

August 12, 2025

Deawr family in Christ,

Some of yow may recalll my mentioning onw Sundoay during my sermony, some of
the people of my childhood parish experience of communily, friendship and
love: One person mentioned, Joyce Westcott, a true friend; neighbor and o
cawer of my mother invher untimely decline in 1982, who-was av wonderfuls
Paradigmw of loving generosity. Ay I preached yesterday, and mentioning her,
Joyce died; just shy of her 100th birthday. Her sovv Mawk;, my contemporary and
childhood friend contacted me withvthe news o Sunday evening.

The great value of parishv life is the relationships we form along the way, the
way we influence one another invthe journey to-Jesus withv just the snippets we
know, which hawe beenw handed doww thwrough the generations.

I was fortunate. My parenty believed in the value of the faithv comwmunity, my
grondmothers who-I sow regulowly encouraged me invthe faitihv ivv different
ways, my schooling had o faith/religious focus, not demanding, but inwiting
ws into-the adventure of the mystery of the divine;, always present, always obevv
to- question and to-growthi. I couldn't hawve imagined being without those
signposty, those gateways which honestly brought joy and courage to-be withv
God and my faitivfomilies through the years to- now.

tvenw as av child,, I derived great comfort inv sitting near to-our Sunday
regulars, their presence; smiles; singing, their silences and listening were the
gifty that gave us courage to-be there.

I'd hear the negatives fromv disbelievers, the rumowrs, the outrageous stories,
the fear, the bitterness and at times anger. And because of the love of my faithv
conmmunity, was able to-see and live o better way beyond all that in the trutiv
and safe hawvew I belonged.

Jesus reminds us, that we donw't need to-be lost and focused ow sinfulness, but
to-live the life of redemption and hope brilliontly lived in the reswrrection. To-
live by faithvcanv only bring us to-love and gives us permission to-be av
conmummunity where justice i the gift for all, not just the few and that we see and
find o better wovy.
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Joyce; played the little church organ, awranged flowers and helped with the
cleaning roster. She formed a Christmas childrew's choiv each year. She sat
withy my nmuwun inv her dying, visited her in hospitald, baby sat my sister, and was
there inv minuutes without complaint. She and muwm recalled stovies and
laughed easily inthe joy of recalling. She passed on the faithvand the way by

May she rest invpeace.

Owr little chuuwrcv iy v powerhouse of tramsformation, if ondy we would let go-
Jesus of today as our hope and joy.

Blessings inthe midst of this hot sunmmer, and may yow be refreshed in the
unconditional love that cowv only be found i Jesus.

Fr. Jeff and teaum

Joyce Westcott 1925-2025
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